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Hungarian   masters.    He  thus   alienated   the   sym-
pathies of the class which was devoted to him without
gaining those of the nobles, who regarded him as'an
alien, and only awaited a favourable opportunity to
overthrow him.   The Emperor had grown more and
more suspicious ; the Hungarian malcontents worked
on  his  fears;   his emissaries  invited  them   to  rise
against Michael.    Surrounded by traitors  on every
side,   Michael's   one chance would   have   been   to
encourage   the   peasants to attack  their  superiors.
But it was too late.   The mercenaries  in his army
had preyed upon the wretched country folk and thus
completed what Michael himself had begun.    The
Roumanians of Transylvania were less  eager than
ever to take up arms in defence of a prince who,
although a fellow-countrymen, punished their  mis-
deeds with severity and allowed his troops to plunder
their homes.   The feeling of a common nationality
was not strong enough to counteract grievances so
practical as these.    Meanwhile the nobles, aided by
the Imperial General Basta, raised the standard of
revolt.    Michael threatened the Emperor with the
terrors of a Turkish alliance, pointing out that the
Sultan would willingly grant him undisturbed posses-
sion of all Roumania as the price of his support.
But he hesitated to carry out his threat, and while he
hesitated, Basta hastened to attack him.   The battle
took   place   near   the village of Mirischlau in the
autumn of   1600.    The  wily "Italian hound,"  as
Michael termed his adversary, pretended to retreat.
Michael fell into the trap, was taken at a disadvantage
during the pursuit, and defeated.    When he saw that